Variously,' the rate of dying from all causes, is 6'4, and from disease no more than 3*4 per 1,000 of strength; being little more than half that sustained by the ' Home' class, and so low, however, and by whatever law tried, as to render it almost doubtful of belief, could there be any doubt, as to the means by which it has been determined." 150.
Thus the ratio of mortality in ships employed in harbours and about the coasts at home, is nearly double that which occurs in ships employed occasionally in traversing the ocean with despatches.* The ships on the Home Station, during the seven years alluded to, suffered less from idiopathic fever than any other division of the naval force. The average number attacked was 51 in 1,000?the average of deaths was 1 in 1,188 of the force annually. 
